
Civics Current Event #1 

An important part of becoming an effective citizen is being informed on local, state, national, and international events.  

This includes political, social, and economic events that impact your life.  This activity is intended to teach you how to 

find news from reputable sources and to recognize potential bias (only presenting one’s own point of view) in the way 

news stories are reported.  Follow the steps carefully. Answer in complete sentences on notebook paper 

1. In your internet browser, go to www.cnn.com.  Answer the following questions 

a. What is the headline story? (biggest title, picture to go with it, etc)  Read and write a short summary of 

the story. 

 

b. What are the first 3 stories under “Top Stories”?  Click on the first one and write down the story 

highlights. 

 

c. Why do you think they chose these stories as the top stories? 

 

2. Now, go to www.foxnews.com.  Answers the following questions 

a. What is the headline story? Read the article or watch the video, if available, and write a short summary 

of the story. 

 

b. What are the 3 stories underneath the headline story?  Click on one of the stories and either read the 

article or watch the video, if one is available. Then, write a short summary of what you learn. 

 

c. Why do you think they chose these stories as the top stories? 

 

3. Finally, go to www.msnbc.com. Answer the following questions 

a. What is the headline story (1st story listed)? Read the article or watch the video, if available, and write a 

short summary of the story. 

 

b. What are the titles of the next 3 stories? 

 

c. Click on one of the stories, read/watch and then write a summary. 

 

4. Consider all three news sites when answering the following 

a. How do the 3 websites compare to each other in terms of the news they present?  

 

b. Why would the three sites have different articles as their lead stories? 

 

c. Do you see evidence of bias from any of the news sources? 

 

d. Do you think any of these stories have an impact on your life?  Explain why or not. 

 

http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.msnbc.com/

